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A JOINT RESOLUTION

PROPOSING an Amendment to Article VIII of the
Constitution of the State of Texas, by adding a

new Section to be numbered 1-f to authorize the
Legislature to provide by law for the establish-
ment of a uniform method of assessment of ranch,
farm and forest lands,which shall be based upon

the capability of such lands to support the raising
of 1livestock and/or to produce farm and forest
crops. :

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
Section 1. That Article VIII, Constitutlion of the
State of Texas, be amended by adding a new Section to be num-

bered 1-f to read as follows:

"Section 1-f. The Legislature shall have
the power to provide by law for the establish-
ment of a uniform method of assessment of ranch,
farm and forest lands, which shall be based
upon the capability of such lands to support
the raising of livestock and/or to produce farm
and forest crops rather than upon the value
of such lands and the crop growing thereon."

Section 2. The foregoing constitutional amendment
shall be submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of
this state at an election to be held on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday in November, 1970, at which election
all ballots shall have printed on them the following:

"FOR the constitutional amendment to authorize the
Legislature to provide by law for the establishment
of a uniform method of assessment of ranch, farm
and forest lands, which shall be based upon the
capability of such lands to support the ralsine of
1ivestock and/or to produce farm ana forest crops."

"AGAINST the constitutional amendment to authorlze
the Legislature to provide by law for the establish-
ment of a uniform method of assessment of ranch,
farm and forest lands, which shall be based upon
the capability of such lands to support the ralsing
of liv%stock and/or to produce farm and torest
crops.

Section 3. The Governor of the State of Texas
shall issue the necessary proclamation for the election and
this amendment shall be published in the manner and for the

length of time as required by the Constitution and laws of

this state.
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Austin, Texas

March 25 , 19 69
Honorable Ben Barnes
President of the Senate
Sir:
We, your committee on CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS .
to which was referred S.J.R®3. No. _15 , have had the same under

cohsideration. and I am instructed to report it back to the Senate
with the recommendation that it do not pass, but that the
Committee Substitute adopted in lieu thereof do pass and be

printed.

Uy

Chairman
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c., S, S. J. R. No. 15 By: Christie -

(In the Senate = Filed February 13, 1969; February 17, 1969
read first time and referred to Committee on Constitutional
Amendments; March 26, 1969, reported adversely, with favorable
Committee Substitute; Committee Substitute read first time.
March 26, 1969, sent to printer.)

A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing an amendment to Section 1-4,
Article VIII, Constitution of the State
of Texas, to provide for the establish-
ment of a uniform method of assessment
of ranch, farm, and forest lands.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1. That Section 1-d, Article VIII, Constitution
of the State of Texas, be amended to read as follows:

"Section 1-d., The Legislature shall have the power to
provide by law for the establishment of a uniform method of
assessment of ranch, farm and forest lands, which shall be
based upon the capability of such lands to support the raising
of livestock and/or to produce farm and forest crops rather
than upon the value of such lands and the crop growing thereon."

See. 2. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of this state at
an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in November, 1969, at which election the ballots shall
be printed to provide for voting for or against the proposition:

"The constitutional amendment to authorize the Leglslature
to provide by law for the establishment of a uniform method of
assessment of ranch, farm and forest lands, which shall be based
upon the capability of such lands to support the raising of
livestock and/or to produce farm and forest crops."

' Sec. 3. The publication of this amendment shall be limit-

ed to Sections 1 and 2 of this resolution.
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Austin, Texas

March 25, 1969
Honhorable Ben Barnes
President of the Senate
Sir:
We, your Committee on CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS, to which was
referred S.J.R. No. 15, have had the same under consideration,
and I am instructed to report it back to the Senate wlth the
recommendation that it do not pass, but that the Committee
Substitute adopted in lieu thereof do pass and be printed.

Christie, Chalrman
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BILL ANALYSIS

SeJeRe 15 BURGESS
Committee on Constitutional Amendments

Background information:

In 1965 the Leglslature adopted a proposed Amendment to
the Constitution (HJR 79) which provided in substance that
agricultural land whould be asgessed for tax purposes only on
the basis of valuation factors relative to such use, This
Amendment was approved by the voters of Texas and became effec-
tive on November 8, 1966.

Although the provisions of the Amendment seemed clear enough,
it quickly became evident that enabling legislation would be
necessary to carry out the purpose and intent of the Amendment.
Accordingly, HB 1095 was introduced during the 1967 sgssion of
the Leglislature toCemplemeng said Amendment and such Bill passed
in each House of the Legislature by a vote more favorable than
that by which the Amendment 1tself had passed two years pre-
viously. After the Leglslature adjourned, however, the Bill
was vetoed by the Governor on the grounds that the Amendment
was self-enacting and did not require implementation and that
certain provisions of the proposed statute might conflict with
the Amendment.

The Governor may have been correct technically, but he
was clearly wrong from the practical standpoint because agri-
cultural lands are taxed today essentially the same as they
were before the Legislature convened 1n 1965, That 1s to say,
most farmers and ranchers have found 1t virtually imposasible to
qualify their land for "agricultural use" because of the strin-
gent interpretations of the Amendment made by the local tax
assessor. Lawsults have been filed and some have been succussful,
but the situation is uncertain at best. Meanwhile, farm real
estate taxes per acre have increased by more than 22%, according
to data compiled by the Economic Research Service of' the U.S.
Dept. of Agriculture, and the need for agricultural tax relief
i1s more compelling now than it was four years ago.

The taxation of forest lands involves a unique, and an
even more pressing situation. Timber is not recognized as a
growing crop and is, accordingly, taxed with and in addition
to the land. The result is that tree farmers pay an ad valorem
tax each year on their land, on the current year's "erop"
(represented by the growth of the trees) and on the "crop"
produced in each prior year since the stand was planted, and
they do not recover these tax payments until the trees are
harvested, some 20 to 50 years after planting. Studies of the
Texas Forestry Assoclation show that the average tax per acre
of timberlands in East Texas for the year 1960 was the highest
of any Sowthern state and the average tax per acre in 1968 was
1 more than the 1960 average. The situation is obviously

nequltable and most of the other timber-producing states

glready provide for the taxation of timber on a realistic
asis. \ .

Purpose of the resolution:

HoJ<R. 31 would allow the Legislature to change the method
of valuation of farm, ranch and forest land for property tax
purposes from market value to a value determined by the produc-
tive capacity of the land to produce farm, ranch and forest
products., Such value would then be used to determine the
asgessed value of farm, ranth and forest lands and they would
then be taxed at the same rate as all other property.

Section by sectlon analysis:

Section 1: deletes Sec. l-d, Art., VIII, as 1t now reads an

substitutes a new section which does the above, -

Section 2: submits this to a vote in November 1970.
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By: Christie

A JOINT RESOLUTIOQN

proposing an amendment to Section l-4, Article VIII,
Constitution ef the State of Texas, to provide for the establishment

of a uniform nnthod‘ef assessment of ranch, farm, and forest lands.

Section 1. That Sectien 1-d, Artiele VIII,

Constitution of the State of Texas, be amended to read as follews:
"Section 1-d. The Legislature shall have the power to provide
by lav for the establishment of a uniforam method of assessment of |
ranch, farm and forest lands, which shall be based upon the
capability of such lands to suppert the raising of livestock and/or
to produce favrm and ferest ocrops rather than upon the vnxquof such
lands and the crep growing thereon.®
Sec. 2. The feregeing qpnstitutional amendment shall be
subnitted to a vote of the qualified electors of this state at an
election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November, 1970, at which electicn the ballots shall be printed to
provide for voting for or against the proposition:

"The constitutio

. the Legislature to

provide by law for the establishment of a uniferm method of
assessment of ranch, farm and ferest lnndt,:whieh shall be based

upon the capability ef sush lands to suppert the raising of livestock
and/or to produce farm and ferest crops.!

Sec. 1. The publication of this amendment shall be limited to
Sections 1 and 2 of this Resolution.
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' Form A
(For favorable and unfavorable reports on bills and resolutions, where no committee amendments are
recommended. )

COMMITTEE REPORT

HON. G. F. (GUS) MUTSCHER
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Sir: )
We, your Committee on 00 Ns .A.’,.wJ-m J WM ..., to whom was

refcrrcd........«SsJ ................ No. \ 5 eeeemem e ey have had the same under consideration

| — Igpass, and by ... printed

(When this form is used for a favorable report on a general bl fhe words “do not” are marked out#If the bill is a local
bill the word “not” should be inserted before the word “printed.” *When used for an unfavorable report the word “do” is
marked out, the comma after “pass” is cl.anged to a period, and the remaining words also marked out.

When this form is used for a simple or concurrent resolution the comma after *“pass” should be a changed to a period and
the remaining words stricken out because resolutions are printed in the Journal when first introduced.)




8. J, R. No. 15

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing an amendment to Section 1-d, Article VIII,
Constitution of the State of Texas, to provide for the establishment
of a uniform method of assessment of ranch, farm, and forest lands.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS8:

Gection 1. That Section 1-4, Article VIII,

Constitution of the State of Texas, be amended to read as follows:

"S8ection 1-4. The Legislature shall have the power to provide
by lav for the establishment of a uniform wethod of assessment of
ranch, farm snd forest lands, which shall be baged upon the
capability of such lands to support the raising of livesteck and/or
to produce farm and forest crops rather than upon the velue of such
lands and the crop growing therecn."

Sec. 2. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to & vote of the qualified electors of this state st an
election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November, 1970, at which election the ballots shall be printed to
provide for voting for or against the proposition:

"The cénstitutianal amendment to authorise the Legislature to
provide by law for the establishment of s uniform method of
éssessment of ranch, farm and forest lands, which shall be based
upon the capability of such lands to support the ralsing of livestock
and/or to produce farm snd forest crops.”

Sec. 3. The publication of this amendment shall be limited to
S8ections 1 and 2 of this Resolution.
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Tieutenant Governoy ' Spesker of the House
1 hereby certify that S. J. R. No. 15 passed the Jenate on
May 5, 1969, by the following vote: Yeas 28, Hays O.

Secretary of the senate
1 hereby certify that 5. J. R. No. 15 passed the House on
day 29, 1969, by the following vote: Yess 105, Nays 24, and
7 present not voting.

Chief Clerk of the House

Approveds
ey, 2 &9 Ry o ™
te R RN A OCLOCK
JUN 1 91969
Secretary of State —
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Feb, 13 969 Filed with the Secretary of the Senate \%69 I:I:‘IZ \‘{
READ 1st TIME mm( é”v&'é”“‘”' \r

Teb, 17, 1969 Read, referred to Comm;iftee on_Constitutional Amendments o ') ';\N RED ;0 %AMHT ON 7, R
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Reported favorably. Sl f nt )WM HOUSE OF REPRESENT NTATIVE:
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read first time. \
‘ Ordered not printed. : / Chief Clerk, House of Representatives ht
MAY 5 1369 Senate and Constitutional Rules to permit consideration suspended by \\{\”\ —
SENT TO PRINTER

{unanimous consent.
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To permit consideration, reading and passage, Senate and Constitutional Rules

suspended by vote of yeas, nays. .
. | possrd te-bhivd : RINTED, DiSTRIGUTED AND
_MAY 5 1969 Read second time’\and {ordered engrossed. P , " » 7
! d REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON -
Caption ordered amended to conform to body of bill.
outgs 9330 ELM MAY 14 1969
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M‘ﬂ¥ 9 ‘m enaée and Constitutional 3-Day Rules suspended by vote of
yeas, __Q:__ntys to plaeabxlhomtlnrd» rgadmg and final passage.
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